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VEMORANDUM FCR TEE REOORD:

;0
SUBJECT: Conversation with Clark '// - i{; N i
Committes CIA Task Force “ T R

1. Colonel Edwards met this rorning at 53100 a.m. in Boom 214, South
Building with Colornel Fugene ¥iller, Colonel Herman O. Lane, andt ¥r. John
L. ¥cOruder, the Committes inspecting the Security Office for the Clark
Committee CTA Task Force. Also present were (eneral James S. Christiansen,
25X1A9a Director of the Task Force, and of the Security Office.
General Christiansen left within s Tew ninntes alter the meellng commenced
to keap another appointment.

2. Colonel Edwards opered the conversztion by explaining that in
arder to save the Committee time and %o clarify any misunderstanding at
this time, he wished to state his position with respect to screening and
clearance procedures airmed at detecling and eliminating any compunistis in
CIA. Ho stated that perhaps he had not devoted sufficient time to this
question in his briefing of the Canritiee un the previous day, and that he
was concerned over the cuestions which the Comuitiee had asked in subse~

25X1A9a quent interviews witl which made it appear that
the Security Office was knowledgeab! - ad the names or lists of
commurists on its roles. Colonel Edwards esphasized that such a situation
does not exist and that if there were any commnists in CIA of which he
was knowladgeable, that would make Colonel Ddwards himself a conmunist.
Colonel Edwards further stated that hs would welcome the narpes of any in-
dividuals which the commitiee wizht huve in its possession who are on the
roles of CIA and who are alleged to be communists.

3, Colonel Edwards stated that any files within reason in posses-
gion of the Security Office esre available to the Commitiee for inspection.
Colonel Lane and Colonel ¥iller both replied that they had no knowledge or
25X1A9a names of individuals in OTA who were alleged to be communists and that a
remark by Colonel ¥iller to [ NIIBB to the effect, "What IBi button do
you press in order fo get the names of communists in CIA?Y was made in a
iocular vein and was not intended to imply that they knew that there ure
communists in the /Agency.

L. Colonel Edwards stated that he assumed and was sure that the

Committee had allegaticns from cutside sources cf communists in CIA and
- sgain urged that if the Comritiee would make names of any suspected
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individuals available to him that he would make the files availahle 1o
show what stens had bgen taken in connection with any such individuals.
Colonel Edwards further stated that he felt sure that the Committee

probably had received complaints or allegations from m 25X1A9a
and that he would e glad to show the Commitiee the actions 9
25X1A9a office in connection therewith., Colonel Edwards also mentioned that
ha¢ made allegations concerning a senior official of
1€ SEenc he file of investigations conducted in this connec~
25X1A9a tion would be made availabtle ic the Committee., He alse stated that the

Hcase would be ghown Lo the Committee, illustrating the steps taken
g office snd the Agency in resolving that case. Colonel ¥iller
stated at Tirst that he did nob wish to see any [iles or look at any
files, urless he was ordered to do so, tul after a bit of corversation on
this subject, it zppeared that e would be willing to be briefed on flles
g indicated L Colonel Hiwards,

5, The three members of the Comrdttee stated that their prinelpal
misaion 16 to ancertain the policies and procedures upder which the Security
Office operates in making its delermination cencerning security risks. They
wigh to know what standards and criteris are used specifically to evaluate
whether & man i & security risk or rot. They placec corsiderable erphasis
on tre fact tha* it appears that the standards and criteria generzlly used
in the lovernment in this regard are too bread and gemerel and mizht he
subject to different interpretation by different appralsers or Yy the same
appraiser if notivated by a personal like m dislike of the subject, or
through an indisposition of the appraiser onoe day ae opposed to his
Peelings on another day. As an illustrsiion, the guestion was raised on
the standard for "discretion.” The question was asked what is considered
to be inciscreet to the ertent that would establish a security risk. It
was explained to the Commitiee that the lusiness of appréisal and evaluating
an indvidual's security acceptabilivy is not an exact sclence, and that no
#XYZP foroula cmn be cdevised which will equate itself into a communist, but
that judgment and the preponderance of evidence are the controling factors
in evalustion and sppraisal. The Comittea's reply Lo this was that they
reslized that an exact formila may not be possible, but that they desired
to know what itraining was given and what experience was required of an ap=-
praiser in order to guide his Jjudgment in evaluating security cases. They
alse wish to know wlat controls were exercised in the appraisal corponent
which would preclude an appraiser or other employee in the file room, or
elsewhere, with access to a report, from withholding documentary evidence
fron a file, so that the wrong appraisal will be nade of an unsultable per—
son. It was explained to the Committee ihat the checks and bhalances in
the procedures were such as to eliminate any such possibility.

6, The question was raised as to what controls are exercised over the
security files of personnsl exployed in the Securidy Office., They were

SEORET—"
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sdvised that such files are maintained in the of7ice of ihe Chief, Fer-
gonnel Security Division, and are releasabie only to senjor officers of the
Security Office Ly the Chief or Deputy Chief, Personnel Security Division,
pe rsonally.

25X1A93 7« Colonel Lane stated that he had been informed that G-2 did not
trust a8 he was considered a security risk. Colonel Pd- 25X1A9a
wards replied tnat he was knowledgeable of the situalion concerning
and that there was a file on this case which was available to the in-
spectors, and thait we had asked G~2 for amy information on the question and
that a complete FBI investigative repori was in our [iles which was a com~
pletely clear report on the suhbject. Colomel Lane stated that on the other
hand, there was a person of foreign extraction with wiom he had had contact
in the avea division, named whom he considered to be & most sincere, 29X1A9a
conscientious and zood employee.

8. Colonel iiller stated that he had asked Ueorge Carey for a lisi
of all 088 people who were now employed in the Agency. Ie stated that
among many of the letters received by the Committee making &llegations of
a derogatory nature or that there were communists in the Agency, one such
letter stated that CIA was being run by 055 personnel. He therefore
desired to have this list so that each individual name could be pinpointed.
Colonel Ldwards advised him we were cognizant of former 055 perscnnel
working with the Agency. Cclonel fdwards further explained thal as the
transition was made from OS5 to 35U and then to CIA that many [ormer (353
parsons dropped oul or had a break in service and that at any ldre when
they returned for esploymeni in CI4, they were re-invesiigated and that
mery move were weodsd oul.

9, With respect to the letters which were said to have becn recaived
by the Committee making allegations ageinst the igency, Sclonel Biller
stated that none of them menticoned any speciflic names,

10. GLolonel Eiller stated that he woild 1ike Lo have 3 memorandum
from Colonel Idwards, setiing forthr ithe methods and procedures «hich are
used by the Security Office in deterwining a security risk.

11, All three members of the Committee stated that they had net
intenced by any of their questions to give the impressicr that they knew
or belisved that there were communists on the roles of the Agency, They
stated that the field of securiiy was a new one be them and that they
needed to ask many quéstions and were afreic lhabt mary of them would ap~
pear to be foolish quesiions because of their igncrance of the subjects

25X1A9a

Executive Officer
5Q/CFHiagg (1~5~55)
Orig & l=File
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